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Group LightsUp in Favor of Medical Marijuana
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By Katie Wilson, Freelance Reporter
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Oregon -- Everyday people are destroying their émdiith perfectly legal and
easily accessible drugs, says Sandee Burbank, tersedirector for Mothers

Against Misuse and Abuse. The worst part? They navelea that they are doing M
this to themselves. '

Burbank spoke at the downtown Eugene Public Liblasy Friday as part of a state-

wide MAMA tour. The organization is on a missionptoll back the veil on what Americans are
being told to put into their bodies.

"It's amazing how uneducated we are about the dyugthere,” Burbank said.

MAMA advocates the Medical Marijuana Program priitydoecause it has seen people destroyed
by pain when the medicine prescribed by doctora'thdork. Often, it made things worse.

"The more (medications) they gave me, the probletwmgrse," said Alice Ivany, who traveled
with Burbank to share her story.

Ivany's left arm was amputated after an industtaident in 1977. She was on a number of pain
pills which made her very ill. Nothing worked. Lifeas further complicated by a surgery.

She began taking Tylenol and continued takingritltfd years. As a result, she developed high
blood pressure and will be on medication for thaatdition for the rest of her life.

Running out of options, she discussed medical meamng, also called cannabis, with her doctor.

"I hadn't thought of it as a medication at the tihshe said. "It's given me a quality of life | dit
have before."

After a life spent physically pushing his body,Klatomas finally came crashing down when he
destroyed discs in his spine.

The doctors prescribed three daily doses of 60lgmims of ibuprofen.
"By the time | finished that, my stomach was goridybmas said.

Doctors prescribed more medication to treat the pehblems, but this only led to further
complications until Thomas was, more often than fat on his back in pain.

What helped him was cannabis.
"Here is something | realized," Thomas said. "Inlife; | didn't drink. | knew alcohol might kill

me. | was told marijuana would kill me, so | didwdnt to do that. Then they gave me meds and
that almost killed me, so now I'm back to marijudna
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Prescribed drugs have their benefits and theireplBarbank said, but she also holds that "a drug is
a drug is a drug."

She said many people are allergic to certain dnggedients, and some medications are just plain
dangerous. Yet, doctors and pharmacists are igmthiz safe and effective cannabis option.

"They are telling us these (other) drugs are Sdiey aren't. There is a better way," Burbank said.
"We used to say, 'Go talk to your doctor, talk tmiypharmacist.’ It's no longer enough to do this i
you want to be safe. You have to get over the thbtiwat because the doctor told me to and
because (the medicine) is legal that it's safe. ivaed to get online and do some more research.
Just because a doctor tells you to take a pillmbesean it's right for you."

Currently, the medical marijuana program is on yogtound, so MAMA is working to educate the
people in power and the people in pain about timefits of cannabis and the dark side of legal
medications.

Burbank pointed out that it is impossible to oveselon marijuana. It's not so hard to overdose on
legal drugs. She wants to stop the flow of misimfation coming from school boards, political
figures, and "The War on Drugs."

Ivany said MAMA has a motto: Follow the money.

"Who is profiting from marijuana prohibition?" sheked.

"Somebody's getting rich,” Thomas added.

"I think of doctors and pharmacists as represerdafi lvany said. "It's a powder, it's a crears,at’
pill. It's all marketing and sales."

"It's amazing how messed up it is," Thomas saits like they're trying to get rid of us."

He thinks part of the problem is the emotion thatsubject of medical marijuana brings to the
surface.

"When you start being emotional, logic is gone,'sha. "All | know is this stuff works, and
without it | wouldn't be here."

"The war on drugs has failed," Burbank said, citimg meth problem that didn't exist in past years
in the way that it exists now. "What we're doing'tisvorking, and we need to change it around."

She wants people to "tell the truth, and stop it

"People have to get their minds out of the '60&hy added. "(Medical marijuana) is not about
getting stoned."

Note: Mothers Against Misuse and Abuse tour theedtareveal the truth about legal drugs.
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Related Article & Web Site:

MAMA
http://www.mamas.org/

Pro-Marijuana Group Seeks Different Standards
http://cannabisnews.com/news/thread23395.shtml

CannabisNews Medical Marijuana Archives
http://cannabisnews.com/news/list/medical.shtml
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Comment #1 posted bight 4 freedonon October 15, 2007 at 07:09:22 PT:
wish i wasin la today

IMPORTANT NOTICE!!

PLEASE REPOST!

On Thursday, Oct. 11th at approximately 5:45 PM,DHEA raided Los Angeles’ Arts District
Healing Center. Dozens of federal and Los Angelesdnforcement personnel were present and no
arrest were made.

This raid occurred on the eve of a trial to be lalthe Los Angeles Superior Court of Judge
Goodson. The trial should determine the answedneajuestion: Is the California Compassionate
Use Act preempted by the Federal Controlled Substé&tt? Don't think so! The DEA raided the
Arts District healing Center to retaliate agaitg because they have asserted rights to have this
guestion decided by the court.

PLEASE COME OUT and SUPPORT Arts District Healingn@r, and the larger medical cannabis
community on Monday morning October 15, 2007, 808\.M. sharp at, 110 NORTH Hill Street,
L.A., 7th Fl., Dept. 75 Judge Carolyn Goodson. Tihishaping up to be a landmark case that will
affect the future of medical cannabis in Califoraral the United States.

We are committed to doing everything in our poveecantinue to serve all legally qualified
medical marijuana patients who have registered MR C.

Thank you, Arts District Healing Center
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